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I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer
on Loveless Lake so far. An early spring seems
to be the reason our lake looks good but recently the green returned. Remember, blue
green algae can be harmful to people and especially pets.
Does the condition of the lake match your idea of good lake quality of life? Runoff from structures, driveways and roads is our biggest water quality issue. The “Healthy Lakes” program
through the Wisconsin DNR has grant money available for homeowners to improve runoff conditions through native plantings, water diversion practices, rock infiltration systems and rain gardens. We are looking for all lake residents interested in applying for these grants. The deadline
to apply is October 1st and I am coordinating the effort. Please let me know if you are interested
in participating. There is lots of good information at www.healthylakeswi.com
We have many great examples of both natural shoreline and shoreline buffer areas that have
been planted all around the lake. We need to focus on runoff as well. We’ve had a lot of rain this
season and the runoff going into the lake contains phosphorus and other things that are bad for
water quality. We included a self-evaluation runoff checklist again in this newsletter. Please take
a few minutes after a rain event to look at your property and see if runoff is a problem.
We are also concerned about invasive species and must be ever vigilant to keep them out of
our lake. Zebra mussels have been found in Deer Lake. The Clean Boats/Clean Water initiative
we've tried to support on Loveless Lake can help educate boaters to keep invasive species out of
our lake BUT we need more volunteers to help in this effort. Please let me know if you can spare
a couple of hours on a weekend morning to come down to the landing and hand out information
to people launching boats.
We are also looking at becoming a Lake District for the purpose of receiving grants for lake restoration. There is information in this newsletter and we will be discussing it at the Fall LLA
meeting on September 2nd at 9:00. A committee has been formed and will need everyone's support. A small investment can create big results.

I would like to get everyone's help in improving our lake quality of life!
Thanks, Jim Peterson, LLA President
ANNUAL DUES
Your 2017 association
dues of $20
can be paid to our treasurer at
the fall meeting or mail them to:
Eric Nault, Treasurer
1647A Niles Lane
Centuria, WI 54824

We’re on the Web!

www.LovelessLake.org
LLA Purpose & By-laws
History of Lake
Lake Water Quality Info
Links to Popular Resources

And on Facebook too!

Form A Lake District Or Not…That Is The Question
The Loveless Lake Association has been talking about whether to become a lake district for the last several years.
There are many benefits to becoming a lake district including access to government funding and grants for water
quality initiatives as defined in our Lake Management Plan.
The association has formed a committee to research becoming a lake district. Ed Barnes will be making a presentation on lake districts at the fall meeting. If you would like to be a part of this committee, please contact Ed at
ebarnes1@mac.com.
What is a Lake District?
A lake district is a specialized unit of government designed to manage a lake. One of the major differences between
a lake district and a lake association is a lake district’s ability to tax property within the district.
Lake districts are governmental bodies with elected or appointed leaders and annual budgets funded from tax levies
or special assessments. Districts also have some capabilities to regulate lake uses, such as local boating ordinances
and sewage management. Within the lake district, all property owners share in the cost of management activities
undertaken by the district. Residents who live in the district and are eligible voters and all property owners have a
vote in the affairs of the district.
Lake districts have a unique blend of powers and governance provisions tailored to fit the needs of local lake communities. A lake district is guided and operated by those that live in or own property in the district. A lake district’s
day-to-day operations are carried out by a board of commissioners composed of elected volunteers and local officials. The financial direction of the district is determined by district residents (electors) and property owners at an
annual meeting. Unlike other governmental units, nonresident property owners have the right to vote and hold
office in lake districts.
Lake districts in Wisconsin have tremendous opportunities to address lake and watershed management issues. The
Wisconsin Legislature has consistently recognized their potential by giving lake districts legal standing, the ability to
tax, and eligibility for cost sharing funds and other state assistance. Governmental units, including lake districts, enjoy the advantages of automatically being exempt from federal income tax.

Since the 1970’s, lake districts have shown that small public institutions can achieve remarkable results when it
comes to lake management. A key to lake district success is a core of dedicated volunteer leaders willing to learn
and work hard to maintain their lake. Through the work of these individuals, Wisconsin communities have identified
and addressed threats to water quality, restored habitat, improved recreational boating and generally enhanced the
vitality of inland lakes in the state.
A lake district is not a club. Unlike a lake association, a lake district is a governmental body with statutory responsibilities to the resource, local citizens and tax payers. Like all government entities, the powers and operations of a
lake district are set by law with legal responsibilities and consequences designed to ensure that the rights and interests of the public are protected.
What can a lake district do?
• Give the lake a strong, united voice in local government
• Promote environmentally sound policy
• Help all lake users understand the fragile nature of our waters
• Give lake folks a chance to volunteer or donate to their lake
• Make it possible to get DNR or state funding for projects
• Contract for aquatic plant removal
• Buy and operate an aquatic plant harvester
• Purchase sensitive areas such as wetlands
• Improve fish habitat (with a permit from DNR)
• Stock fish (with a permit from the DNR). Install and operate an aerator (with a permit from the DNR)
We believe becoming a lake district will allow us to qualify for state and federal grants and financial assistance, actively engage more residents, and take the necessary steps to insure lake quality for years to come that affects all
our property value and recreational activities on the lake.
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How to Keep Deer Out of Your Garden
Advice from wikiHow

Although they're pretty to look at, deer can be quite destructive and definitely don't belong in your yard or
garden. They eat nearly anything except for the grass, so they're not even a good lawnmower substitute.
Here are some ways to deter deer:
Hot pepper spray - spray plants that you don't want eaten
by deer.

Plant choice - grow plants that deer dislike. Ornamental
grasses, iris, foxgloves, yucca, herbs and plants with a
strong fragrance, such as sage, chives, lemon balm, bee
balm, are all plants that deer tend to not like but remember,
deer, if hungry or curious enough, will eat almost anything.
Also be aware of which plants are likely to tempt deer to
your yard. Tulips, chrysanthemum, hyacinths, roses, apples,
beans, peas, raspberries, strawberries, sweet corn, hosta, dogwood, fruit trees, Norway maple, yew, and azaleas
positively radiate welcome signs to deer!
Deer repellent. There are a number of deer repellents that
can be purchased from the garden or hardware store. Most
include things like deodorized fox urine, coyote urine, or wolf
urine.
Homemade alternatives include decaying fish heads, blood
and bone meal, garlic, fabric softener and soap flakes used
around the edges of the garden. Human hair can also repel
deer, spread over your garden or hung in a stocking around
outside rows of the vegetable patch or garden bed.
Dog urine - take your dog out to mark your yard. This will need to be re-done every few days, or after it
rains.

Noise or Light. Bright sensor lights that turn on with movement can scare off deer (and burglars) at night,
while shiny objects such as CDs and strips of metallic sheets blowing in the wind can reflect light uncomfortably for deer during the day. For noise, you could consider using noisemakers, radio noise (hook it up to
trigger when deer trigger the motion lights), whistles, and firecrackers.
Barriers. Fences, invisible fishing line and sprinklers that suddenly turn on when tripped are all good barriers. The fence needs to be at least 8 feet high or sprinkled with obstacles to prevent jumping such as
branches or netting, otherwise some deer can jump this. There are mesh products such as Deer Guard
that can be placed directly over plants.
Fencing is the only truly effective way to keep deer out of areas you wish to protect. Install an eight-foothigh fence. Deer can easily jump clear over anything lower than four feet high, and a six-foot fence risks
entangling the animal and injuring it. Another option is a 4-foot simple lattice fence with 2 feet of 1” chicken
wire) angled 45 degrees toward the outside. Deer, raccoon, cats, squirrels, moose and bears do not even
try to go over. Birds too are reluctant to come inside such a fenced area either.
And lastly, don't feed deer. Feeding the deer encourages them to see your yard as a food resource .
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HEALTHY LAKES INITIATIVE
What can you do to improve water quality on our lake?
Runoff is a serious problem that carries phosphorus and other sediment into our lake. Take the self-evaluation checklist on page
9 and set goals for your property:





Improve wildlife habitat, natural beauty and privacy, and decrease runoff – choose NATIVE PLANTINGS
Prevent runoff from getting into your lake or direct water to an infiltration practice – choose DIVERSION PRACTICES
Capture and clean runoff – choose ROCK INFILTRATION
Create wildlife habitat and natural beauty while capturing and cleaning runoff – choose A RAIN GARDEN

We are looking for all residents that want to join our Healthy Lakes initiative and apply for grant money to install rain gardens,
infiltration systems, native plantings or diversion practices that will improve run off issues. Moneys are available for individual
homeowners but we need to apply as a group. The deadline to apply is October 15. Please contact Jim Peterson to be included
in this great opportunity.
More information is available at healthylakeswi.com

Be A Good Lake Neighbor
LAKE NOISE CONSERVATION
Loveless Lake observes quiet hours from 9:00pm – 8:00am.
Minimize unnecessary noise and help keep a healthy retreat on our lake for wildlife and humans. Any noise around
lakes is greatly amplified as it travels over water. Noise stresses animals and birds, which may force them to leave for
quieter places.
Respect your neighbors on the lake who may prefer nature and peaceful times. Be thoughtful, and avoid disturbing
your neighbors and the wildlife.
LIGHT POLLUTION
Minimize use of outdoor lighting when not necessary. Please remember that outdoor lights are seen all around the lake
and can be disruptive to your neighbors and to wildlife. Use common sense to maintain a safe environment around
your home without disturbing your neighbors.
BOATING REGULATIONS
Loveless Lake is a small lake - good boating etiquette is important so that all may enjoy the lake. These Wisconsin
boating regulations keep us all safe while enjoying Loveless Lake. Please share with your family and visitors.

•
·
·
·
·
·
·

PWCs may not be operated between sunset and sunrise
PWCs MUST OBSERVE SLOW-NO-WAKE SPEEDS WITHIN 200 FEET OF THE SHORELINE
Everyone on a PWC must wear a USCG approved life jacket
Paddle boards are considered watercraft so life jackets are required
Anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 1989 is required to complete a boating safety course to legally operate a PWC
or motorized boat on Wisconsin waters
ALL WATERCRAFT MUST OBSERVE SLOW-NO-WAKE SPEED WITHIN 100 FEET OF SHORE, DOCKS, RAFTS, PIERS
OR SWIMMERS unless assisting the swimmer
A person may not be towed between sunset and sunrise

BOATING SAFETY CLASSES
The Wisconsin boating safety coarse can be completed online. For complete Wisconsin boating regulations and registration for the online safety course go to dnr.wi.gov/topic/boat.
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News From Your Neighbors

Summer Spaghetti - Susan Barnes
3/4 lb spaghetti
6 tomatoes, chopped
Yummy!
1/2 cup chopped fresh basil
4 oz crumbled goat cheese
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
Cook pasta according to package directions - drain and set aside.
Combine tomatoes, basil, goat cheese and olive oil in a large
saucepan. Add the drained pasta and the Parmesan and toss
over medium heat until just heated through. Season to taste
with salt and freshly ground black pepper.

Chocolate Chip Bundt Cake—Kelly Nault
This is the best dang cake you’ll ever eat! Great for your cabin
guests and family!

Rita Christianson’s son caught a 28”
Northern while at the lake for his birthday celebration! It sure made his day!

Stay Connected!
Please notify us of any changes to
your address, phone and email. We
promise we will only contact you about
news directly related to our lake or in
an emergency. We will never give it
out to anyone. Please contact Susan
Barnes at lakegirlstudio@gmail.com.
Loveless Lake
Board of Directors

4 eggs
1 Devil’s Food Cake Mix
1 large box chocolate pudding
1 cup sour cream
1 cup oil
1/2 cup warm water
Mix well. Add 1 cup chocolate chips. Bake at 350 for 50-55 min.
Cool in pan 2 hours.

Your input is always needed and appreciated for the
Newsletter! Please share your personal news, an article or story you think someone would enjoy, or photos of your special lake time events.
Send them to Susan Barnes at lakegirlstudio@gmail.com or 1613 Loveless Lake Lane, Centuria,
WI 54824.

President:
Jim Peterson
jnpetterson@charter.net
507-285-0734

Secretary:
Susan Barnes
lakegirlstudio@gmail.com
651-338-5166

Vice President:
Dave Benson
bensonwdby@comcast.net
651-730-1855

Treasurer:
Eric Nault
eric.nault@polaris.com
612-670-2285
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Newsletter Editor:
Susan Barnes
lakegirlstudio@gmail.com
651-338-5166
Publisher:
Debbie Cudd
pndcudd@pressenter.com
715-307-9513

Fall is a beautiful time of year at the lake
and there are lots of fun local events planned for this fall!
September
2
Fire Department Demo Derby – Balsam Lake
2-3
Corn on the Curb – Balsam Lake
9
Wheels and Wings - Osceola
14-17 Fall Festival – Amery
16-17 Food & Wine Festival – Dancing Dragon Fly Winery – St Croix Falls
23-31 Pumpkin Patch at Glenna Farms
23-24 Fall Harvest Festival – Chateau St Croix Winery – St Croix Falls
29-30 Baker Orchard Fall Festival - Centuria
October
7
Gandy Dancer Marathon - Luck
7
Autumn Fest – St Croix Falls
7-28
Death of a Salesman - Festival Theater, St Croix Falls
November
24-26 Holiday Art Sale at Café Wren – Luck
24-26 Lighting Festival – Taylors Falls
26-12/24 It’s a Wonderful Life: A Radio Play – Festival Theater, St Croix Falls
December
2-3
Rivertown Holiday – St Croix Falls

PHOSPHORUS-FREE:
IT’S THE LAW!
If you fertilize your
lake property, be sure
to use a phosphorousfree product to help
keep our lake clean!

REPORT VIOLATIONS:

WILDLIFE, RECREATIONAL,
ENVIRONMENTAL

1-800-TIP-WDNR
(1-800-847-9367)

Getting your garden ready for winter
√

√
√

√

√

√

√

√

√
√

Plant spring flowering bulbs. Daffodils, tulips, crocuses, hyacinths and garlic are all planted in the
fall. Bulbs should be planted at a depth that is three times the height of the bulb. Bulbs themselves don’t need water but watering but it’s a good idea to water the soil around them as watered soil around is harder for animals to dig up.
When you rake your leaves, add them to your compost – they contain vital nutrients for your soil.
Pull up any plants that have had insect or disease problems. Burn diseased plants – don’t put
them in your compost pile.
After a hard frost, cut back your perennials, leaving them four to six inches tall after the first killing
frost. If you cut back too early, energy stores don’t get to the roots.
Remove slimy leaves. Pests love slime, especially on hostas. Remove all slimy leaves after a hard
frost. Also dig out weeds and make sure you give your garden enough water to keep plants moist
in the winter.
Leave plants that look pretty, stand straight up and have interesting seed heads such as sunflowers, coneflowers and thistles. They provide vital winter food and sanctuary for butterflies to lay
eggs and birds to nest.
Spread one to six inches of compost or composted manure over your garden. It will enrich the soil
with nutrients and keep it from becoming depleted.
Don’t put protective mulch down too early. You want to wait until it gets cold enough that mice
have already found a winter home elsewhere.
Clean all your gardening tools and store them for the winter.
And after that? Make a cup of tea and dream about next year’s garden!
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LLA MEETING MINUTES

May 20, 2017, Submitted by Susan Barnes, Secretary

Meeting called to order
Approval of minutes from Fall 16 meeting – unanimously approved

Secretaries report – Susan Barnes
• Welcome packets are available to all new residents – contact Susan if you need one
• Please talk to your neighbors about getting involved!
• We currently have about 1/3 of the residents paying dues and on our email list – we would like to get that to 100%!
• Regarding emails, we only send out emails pertaining to lake affairs and we try to keep that at a minimum!
• Tim Stanga has volunteered to be our new water monitor.
• Thank you to Mary Walczack for monitoring our water for the last 8 or so years and has done a great job!!
Treasurer report – Eric Nault
• Eric is out of town but had provided a financial breakdown. A couple of questions came up:
• Do we still have the $5000 CD? When does it mature?
• Can we talk to our bank about removing the monthly $5.00 statement fee?
Website – LovelessLake.org - Mike Selner
• Great resource for us
• Mike will re-circulate how to use
• Add links to the PCLAR resources

Presidents Report – Jim Peterson
Healthy Lakes
• Grants are available that will give up to $1000 per project for water quality enhancement projects like native plantings, water diversion projects and rain gardens.
• Any resident interested in learning more about this and how to apply should contact Jim Peterson at (507) 285-0734 or
• jimmynat.jp@gmail.com
• Deadline to submit a project for a grant is October 15th.
• We must group all projects together and submit under our association umbrella
• Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity! Each new project will help our water quality!!
• For more information go to www.healthylakeswi.com
Clean Boats, Clean Water – Blaine Ericson
• Another important step in protecting our lake from invasive species
• We are looking for volunteers to talk to boaters about the importance of draining their live wells, dumping bait buckets and
cleaning weeds from their boats and trailers for a couple of hours on holiday weekends from 7am to 9 am.
• A motion was passed to spend up to $50 on T Shirts and caps for volunteers to wear
• Handouts will be available to give to the boaters as well
• If you’re up early and want to get involved, meet other volunteers at the landing Memorial Day Weekend, Fourth of July and
Labor Day Weekend at 7am
• Zebra mussels have been found in Deer Lake and we do not want them in Loveless!
Landing Update
• New neighbors Tim and Ann Stanga (1605 S Loveless Lake Lane) have been picking up a lot of trash around the landing.
• Discussion of whether putting a garbage can there would be a good idea
• Debbie Cudd volunteered her husband, Pauly to research that with the township and report back to us.
• We also have a volunteer that can make a new sign for the landing. Susan and Ed Barnes will put together some ideas on
design and what it should say and present at the fall meeting
Lake Management Plan – Susan Barnes
• Committees need to meet
• Susan will send emails to all who signed up and they can schedule their first meetings
• Thank you to all that are involved!
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LLA Minutes continued:

Zebra Mussel Discovered in Polk County

Summer Picnic
• Date set for August 19th
• Roger will take care of the meat and buns
• More details will follow
• Anyone interested in helping please contact Susan Barnes
Meeting refreshments
• Coffee and doughnuts were provided by Ed and Susan Barnes
• Refreshments for the fall meeting - Paul and Judy (Roger volunteered you!)

A welcome packet is available to all new residents on Loveless Lake.
Most of this content is available digitally as well and can be emailed to
anyone interested. Please contact Susan Barnes
(lakegirlstudio@gmail.com) to order a new resident binder or to receive
digital files.

In September 2016, a single zebra mussel was
found by a citizen on the northeast side of
Deer Lake. This is the first time a zebra mussel has been found in Polk County.

Welcome Letter
History of Loveless Lake

Zebra mussels are small fingernail-sized invasive mussels that attach to all hard surfaces,
including boats and docks, and clog water intake pipes. They are filter feeders, taking
plankton out of the water that young fish rely
on for food. They produce tens of thousands
of young mussels each summer and can cover
lake and river bottoms.

Printed from our website with pictures
Contacts
LLA Board of Directors
Lake Map with Owner Last Names
Lake Resources Contact List
Lake Rules and Guidelines
Lake Noise Conservation
Boating Rules
No Wake Zones
Loveless Lake Management Plan
Overview letter
Get Involved – LLA meeting schedule
LMP
Lake Study
Educational Materials/ Best Practices
Booklet – Protecting Your Waterfront Investment; 10 Simple
Shoreland Stewardship Practices. DNR PUB WT-821 2010
15 Ways to Protect Water Quality – PCLAR
Self-Evaluation Checklist for Waterfront Runoff. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Regulated Aquatic Invasive Plants in WI DNR PUB-WT-960-2011

Over the winter, partners from a variety of
organizations met to coordinate a zebra mussel monitoring effort for Deer Lake and surrounding Polk County lakes and rivers. The
monitoring effort will include shoreline
searches, tow nets (which sample for immature zebra mussels), and plate/cinder block
samplers that are left underwater for adult
zebra mussels to attach to.
With zebra mussels likely present in Polk
County it is more important than ever that
lake residents know how to identify zebra
mussels and participate in prevention activities such as Clean Boats, Clean Waters and
the Citizen Lake Monitoring Network for
Aquatic Invasive Species. If you are interested
in learning how to identify and monitor for
zebra mussels and other invasive species, contact
Katelin
Anderson
at
katelin.anderson@co.polk.wi.us or 715-485-8637.
To stay informed of the situation and learn
how you can help, visit: stcroixriverassociation.org/events.

Photo Credit: Paul Skawinski, UW-Extension Lakes
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Self-Evaluation Checklist for a Healthy Lake
Are all areas of your lot well covered with vegetation?

Yes

Good, a cover of vegetation prevents erosion to the lake. Native plants with deep root systems
are especially good for preventing erosion.

No

Areas of bare soil may lead to significant erosion and deposition of sediment and nutrients in the
lake.
Consider the possible cause of areas of bare soil..
Foot Traffic?
Consider re-routing your pathway. Curved pathways can help slow and divert water flow
and reduce erosion. Stepping stones or stairways can prevent erosion by redirecting foot
traffic away from the soil. County permits may be required for stairs and pathways. Do
not pave or cement the area - increased impervious surfaces result in more runoff and
can increase erosion.
Shade?
Plant native shade-tolerant vegetation such as big leaf astor or Pennsylvania sedge in
sandy, dry soils or ferns in moist soils. This vegetation may not tolerate much foot traffic.
You might also seed each year with fast-growing annual rye grass.
Construction project?
It is especially important to protect your property from erosion when areas are cleared for
construction. Install silt fences down-slope of bare soil, and revegetate bare soil as quickly
as possible.
Water flow?
If water is washing away soil and vegetation, look uphill for the source. Identify the area
that drains to your problem spot, and divert the flow of water to an infiltration practice as
close to the source as possible.

Are there no deposits of sand in flat areas?

Yes

No

This is probably a good thing. When flow of water carrying sediment slows, particles of sand
which are larger than other soil particles, will frequently settle out. If you have no deposits, it
may mean that your runoff is clean. However, be cautious; it may simply mean that water
doesn't have a chance to slow down, and runoff is carried all the way to the lake.

Deposits of sand show that runoff carries a significant sediment load. It also probably means that
smaller silt and clay particles that carry a higher nutrient load may have made their way to the
lake.

Does water
flowa across
your lotisevenly?
During
or after
big rainstorm
a good time to check. You can sometimes see the pathway of
water flow by looking for leaves or pine needles that have washed downhill or grass that is laying
flat.

Yes

Avoiding channelized flow of water will help to reduce erosion and minimize pollutants that reach
the lake.

No

If there are obvious paths of water flow, look uphill to the source of water. Could water be
diverted to an infiltration practice?

Do you have natural, wild vegetation near the lakeshore?

Yes

No

Good for you! Your property is an example for other lake shore property owners. You are helping
to keep the lake clean while providing habitat for the many creature's that live near the water's
edge.
Please consider a natural shoreline buffer of native vegetation. Lawn grasses have shallow root
systems and short stems. The deep roots and tall stems of native vegetation slow runoff flow,
preventing erosion and allowing infiltration.
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REMINDER!!
LOVELESS LAKE

ASSOCIATION MEETING
SATURDAY, September 2, 2017
9am – 11am
POLK COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER, BALSAM LAKE, WI

Loveless Lake Newsletter
Debbie Cudd
223 N 4th Street
River Falls, WI 54022

ADDRESS CORECTION REQUESTED
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