Loveless Lake Association Newsletter

LAKE TALK
Greetings From The President
Hello Loveless Lake residents!
Our lake quality seems a little better this
year so far, in spite of one blue-green algae outbreak. Why? Early ice out? Less
run off? Improved shoreline restoration?
Our lake water quality is still at risk without your help.
Please review the lake management committee report including goals, objectives and
actions on our web site at www.lovelesslake.org. Our committee has spent considerable time working with Katelin Anderson and Jeremy Williamson, Polk County Lake &
Water Resources Department (PCLWR), on plans and actions to improve our lake water
quality and preserve lake life.
We are issuing a call to action for all lake residents! We need your help to save our lake
by preventing run off and erosion by planting lake buffers and “no mow” areas at the
lake edge. We are working on lake grants to help with cost of these buffers for lake residents. Our lake quality is reduced by increased phosphorus levels. According to data
from our PCLWR, phosphorus from our watershed is 43% of total, phosphorus from culverts is 31%, phosphorus from precipitation is 22%, and septic run off is 7% according to
modeling resources. We can reduce some of these levels by reducing runoff. (Please
see the Loveless Lake Water Quality summary from Katelin (Holm) Anderson (PCLWR) in
our Spring 2016 newsletter.)
Our next actions include lake restoration grants for water erosion and plans for creating
a lake district to treat our lake, thereby improving water quality and preserving our lake
life.
- Jim Peterson
The Loveless Lake Association has WELCOME KITS for new residents. We have compiled a
lot of pertinent information on lake living, including lake rules and guidelines, educational
materials, contacts, history and invasive plant identification pictures – all in a handy binder.
Please let us know if you need a binder or have new neighbors we can deliver one to. Contact Susan Barnes at lakegirlstudio@gmail.com for more information.

We’re on the Web!
www.LovelessLake.org
 LLA Purpose & By-laws
 History of Lake
 Lake Water Quality Info
 Links to Popular Resources

And on Facebook too!

ANNUAL DUES
Your 2016 association dues
of $20 can be paid to
our treasurer at the
fall meeting or mail them to:
Eric Nault, Treasurer
1647A Niles Lane
Centuria, WI 54824
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PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT
YOUR LOVELESS LAKE PROPERTY INVESTMENT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU
AND JUST AS IMPORTANT IS THE LAKE IT IS LOCATED ON!
According to a study of 1200 waterfront properties in Minnesota, when water clarity went down by 3 feet, waterfront property values around these lakes went down by tens of thousands to millions of dollars.
Loveless Lake is on the Impaired Waters List due to high levels of phosphorus. If we do nothing about controlling
the phosphorus entering the lake, your investment in the beauty, swimming, fishing and boating are all at stake. Also
at stake is your financial investment.
The largest amount of phosphorus entering the lake is coming from runoff. This is something we can do something about.
LOOK AROUND YOUR PROPERTY AND ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP THE LAKE.
 Landscaping – create a buffer zone along lakeshore; even properties with a lawn should stop cutting the
grass. Consider planting a rain garden
 Storm Water controls – install rain barrels, downspouts, gutters – watch where water runs during a
heavy rain on your property and direct downspouts onto your lawn or landscaping, not onto hard surfaces.
 Reduce hard surfaces like rooftops and driveways on your property
 Properly dispose of household hazardous wastes. Do not pour old oil or pesticides into the ditch or wash
paintbrushes at the end of your driveway. These pollutants end up in our ground water and lakes.
 Inspect and maintain your septic system regularly
 Respect the mandatory 100 ft no wake zone when boating. This will reduce shoreline erosion.
 Limit high speed boating, particularly by sport boats creating a high wake and having a powerful prop jet
stirring up the bottom. Loveless is a shallow lake and phosphorus from the lake floor is remixed into the
water.

PLEASE!!! IT WILL TAKE ALL OF US TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
 Talk with your neighbors
 Be part of the Loveless Lake Association
 Check out our website: www.lovelesslake.org
The Loveless Lake Association will be offering resources, ideas and information on available grants at the fall
meeting. Join us on September 3 to learn more.

More pictures of the June storm damage
At Peissig’s and Christopherson’s

2

“Thank you” Blaine Erickson, Bill
White & Jim Peterson for helping with the "Clean Boats, Clean
Waters" monitoring at the boat landing in
June and July.

Loveless Lake Annual Picnic
The Association’s annual picnic was held on August 6th.
There was a good turnout, lots of food and everyone had a
ball! A huge and heartfelt thank you to Jeff and Darlene
Creuzer for hosting the picnic at their lovely home!! And a
big thank you to Barb and Blaine Erickson and everyone on
the committee for putting together a successful party.

PHOSPHORUS-FREE:
IT’S THE LAW!
If you fertilize your
lake property, be sure
to use a phosphorousfree product to help
keep our lake clean!

JUNE STORM DAMAGE
In the early morning hours of July 21, an intense storm came through the area, packing wind
gusts of over 60mph and heavy rains.
Several large trees came down around the lake like this one between the Atzmiller’s and Bauer’s
on Reidner Lane. Rodger Peissig received a text message just after 5:00am from the neighbors
that said “Tree down on house and another one on garage”. The storm did a lot of damage with
many trees down, others uprooted and some split but still standing.
If a tree falls in the lake on your property, the official recommendation from the DNR is to leave
the tree in place unless it is a safety hazard or a hazard to navigation, e.g., blocking a channel or
access to a dock. Left in place, the tree will provide habitat for turtles, fish, and other aquatic
organisms and provide important nutrients and habitat for aquatic insects that form the basis for
the food chain in the lake.
It provides shelter for fish and helps
form channels and pools that slow erosion and trap sediments, while helping
to create turbulence that oxygenates
the water. Downed trees protect the
shoreline by helping to dissipate wave
(and even ice) action, just as a jetty
helps protect the shore at the beach.
Incoming waves will break over the tree
and hit the shore with a lot less energy
than along the unprotected shore.
The bottom line? If a tree falls in
the lake, unless it is a hazard, just
leave it where it is and all the creatures in the lake will be much happier
and the biological quality of the lake
will be better in the long run.
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News From Your Neighbors
From the Cudd’s. . .
We have had the most amazing summer experience
entertaining our Czech friends, a family of seven! The
4 oldest boys love everything about lake life, but especially tubing and fishing. For the past 5+ weeks
they have traveled around the western US, seeing
everything from Mt. Rushmore to the Grand Canyon
and their favorite place of all has been Loveless
Lake! They returned to the lake mid-August for a few
more days of fun before returning to Prague. We are
blessed to know such a great family!

Hello, we are The Jones’: Rick, Jen,
Ashley and Reid. We are very excited
about our new home on Loveless
Lake (1603 Niles Lane). We enjoy
outdoor activities such as fishing,
boating and snowmobiling. We also
enjoy getting out on our Harley when
we can. Ashley is currently in her Junior year at Minnesota
State University Mankato and Reid is currently a Junior at
Osceola High School.

The Fisherman, Ed Barnes; Newest member the Jim Peterson clan.

WE’RE BACK!! by Kelly Nault

Last April we learned that our family would be moving to
India for the school year. Needless to say, that was a bit
of a dark cloud over our summer. We were excited and
terrified to embark on this new adventure. We were mostly sad to leave our family, friends, and most importantly
our Golden Retriever Liza.

What I appreciate and love the most are the people on
this wonderful lake. Some of whom I don’t really know but
gives a friendly wave while passing by, and some of
whom I know really well, now being extensions of our
family. I appreciate the sights, sounds, and smells passing by each and every cabin of this lake. I absorb every
second of it placing it deep in my memory bank. I do this
Well, we did it and from what most of you have seen on now as a constant reminder of what a wonderful life I
the lake, WE’RE BACK!!! India was the most rewarding have and how lucky I am to be a part of this lake family.
and amazing experience of our life and now I can say with Oh-yeah, and did I mention, WE’RE BACK!!
certainty how blessed we were for the opportunity to be
there and to be back in America and of course, Loveless
Lake.
I fully encourage anyone who doubts what an amazing life
we have in the US or on the lake, to move to a third world
country for a year. I have always appreciated our “lake
life” but now I have an even greater appreciation. I find
myself gazing at the blue sky with the puffy clouds without
the smog. The trees are such a vibrant green and the water is clear and clean, the air has a crisp lake smell that
use to annoy me but now I find quite pleasant. I appreciate the fact that I can wake up in the morning, grab my
cup of coffee and take a pontoon ride while catching the
wonderful aroma of bacon frying as we pass family filled
cabins. I love to hear the waves, my laundry flapping on
the clothes line, and the splashing of Liza trying to pounce
on a fish, but never catching one. I love to watch the turtle
peek his head out of the water right by our place, the loon
out in the middle of the lake, and Jeff, the frog we named
because he greets us every day when opening the hot tub
lid.
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Water Quality Summary
Submitted by Mary Walczak; marywalczak3@gmail.com
This year the phosphorous level in Loveless Lake has been measured twice. In June it was 27 ppm and in July it

was 47 ppm. Last year (2015) the values for the same times were 24 ppm in June and 37 ppm in July.
Phosphorous levels are the driving force behind the algae growth that we experience each summer,
especially during July and August. This year I noticed some blue-green algae near our dock on July 15
(see photo below). You may recall hearing about blue-green algae (also known as cyanobacteria) on
Loveless Lake last October. Cyanobacteria are photosynthetic bacteria that grow in warm water enriched with phosphorous or nitrogen. This bacteria often floats on the surface of the water. This class
of algae is not an important part of the food chain.
Blue-green algae cause concerns that include discolored water, reduced light penetration, taste and odor problems, dissolved
oxygen depletions during die-off, and toxin
production. Toxins are produced by bluegreen algae naturally, although they are not
produced at all times. It is not possible to
determine whether an algae bloom is producing toxins or not. When the cells are
broken open the toxins can be released into
the water. Cells break open when they die
naturally, when the water is treated with
chemicals or when swallowed by people or
animals. For these reasons it is important
to stay out of the water when there is bluegreen algae present and to not treat the water with an herbicide or algaecide.
There are no quick or easy remedies for the control of blue-green algae once they appear in a lake or
pond. Reducing the amount of nutrients that wash into our lakes and ponds will eventually reduce the
frequency and intensity of blue-green algae blooms, but it may take a long time and a lot of community
involvement to effectively change the nutrient concentrations in a water body. Nutrients, particularly
phosphorus and nitrogen, can be carried into water bodies as a result of many human activities, including agriculture, discharge of untreated sewage, and use of phosphorus-based fertilizers and detergents.
Please look at the goals identified in our Lake Management Plan, identify ways in which you can
help improve the water quality of Loveless Lake and volunteer to help.

REPORT VIOLATIONS:
WILDLIFE, RECREATIONAL,
ENVIRONMENTAL

Stay Connected!
Please notify us of any changes to your address, phone and email.
We promise we will only contact you about news directly related to
our lake or in an emergency. We will never give it out to anyone.
Please contact Susan Barnes at lakegirlstudio@gmail.com.

1-800-TIP-WDNR
(1-800-847-9367)

Your input is always needed and appreciated for the Newsletter! Please share
your personal news, an article or story you think someone would enjoy, or photos of
your special lake time events.
Send them to Susan Barnes at lakegirlstudio@gmail.com or 1613 Loveless Lake
Lane, Centuria, WI 54824.
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LLA MEETING MINUTES

May 26, 2016

Submitted by Susan Barnes, Secretary

Call to order by President Jim Peterson

Approval of minutes from last meeting – unanimously approved
Presidents Report
Lake Management Committee has developed goals. We need the support of everyone on the lake.

Don’t mow all the way to lake shore

Go natural

Need to talk to people who aren’t here. We need to form a stronger community. Talk to your neighbors.
2 Opportunities to volunteer coming up at the boat landing:

2016 Drain Campaign June 10, 11, 12th – will be giving out free ice packs

Clean Boats, Clean Water event July 2, 3, and 4th
Guest Speaker – Jeremy Williamson, Water Quality specialist; Polk County Land & Water Resources Department

Jeremy reviewed the findings of the 2014 study done by the Loveless Lake Association and Polk County Land
and Water Resources Department with funding through a Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources grant. The
main purpose of the study was to identify the source of phosphorus to Loveless Lake and develop goals for improving
water quality.
In both 2014 and 2016, chlorophyll data (an indicator of algae) for Loveless Lake exceeded the thresholds for
recreational use. In 2012, both phosphorus and chlorophyll data exceeded thresholds. As a result, Loveless Lake is
on the Impaired Waters List.
Water quality data for Loveless Lake can be paired with watershed land use data to determine how much phosphorus is entering the lake from different land uses and from culverts located around the lake. Water quality data and
land use data is input into models to determine the most likely phosphorus loading scenario for Loveless Lake.
Modeling indicates that annually, 161 pounds of phosphorus is entering Loveless Lake from watershed sources:
The biggest load comes from land use directly adjacent to the lake – us. 43% or 70 pounds of phosphorus. We
need to work with and educate everyone on the lake in best practices along shore.
Culverts contribute 31% or 49 pounds of phosphorus. Run off from heavy rains washes sediment into the lake.
Phosphorus comes in with the sediment. We can fix the culverts by installing rock gullies, sediment ponds, etc. These
cost money. There may be grant money available but may not qualify unless we become a lake district.
Jeremy had provided us with a detailed map showing the run off area for each culvert. Surrounding farms – fertilizer is expensive right now so they are using less. We need to clean up our own impact on the lake before we ask
farmers to change farming practices.
Naturally occurring phosphorus from precipitation falling on the lake surface is 22% or 35 pounds of phosphorus.
We also need to look at what’s already in the lake.
A shoreline inventory completed on Loveless Lake indicated that 34% of the shoreline of Loveless Lake is disturbed. Disturbed areas would be ideal sites for reducing residential runoff through practices such as native shoreline
plantings and rain gardens that can be funded with WDNR grants up to 75% of the cost of the project. Nearly 90% of
the residents who completed the lake resident survey feel that native plants have a positive impact on Loveless Lake.
Practices such as these would have a positive impact on decreasing the phosphorus entering the lake from culverts
and residential runoff.
Open Discussion with Jeremy:
Judy Furrer – How do we capture results? Historical data – what is the trend? 0 years ago the lake had blue-green
algae blooms that were half an inch thick but agricultural practices around the lake have improved since then.
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Other points:

Lack of oxygen releases phosphorus form the bottom of the lake – usually happens in July or August

Weeds are beneficial almost always. Their root systems stop the re-suspension of phosphorus.

Sediment is coming from the culverts and it accumulates over time. Phosphorus is attached to sediment.

3 culverts around the lake were dug out recently.

Leaves in the fall send all nutrients back to the tree and break down quickly so they don’t harm the lake
Grass clippings do not break down quickly and are harmful to the lake. No one should ever dump grass clippings or
yard waste into ravines around the lake as those go directly into the water in heavy rain.
Old Business
Lake District Discussion

Becoming a lake district would give us many advantages:
o more leverage politically
o better access to grant money
o more people will become active
o more will get done

Discussion and vote to set up committee at fall meeting
Welcome packets

Susan Barnes will put together and have ready at fall meeting

Research various methods including canvas tote bags

Approved to spend up to $400
New Business
Picnic

Picnic committee formed – Barb, Kathy

Proposed date of August 6th – passed unanimously

Picnic will be held at the Cruezer’s house

Postcards will be sent along with an email – Susan Barnes
How to educate lake residents on ways to improve lake quality

Flyers – periodically distributed to all residents

Arrange for site visits to help residents plan rain gardens, buffer zones, etc
o Cheryl Clemmons at Harmony Environmental in Amery is a local resource
o Mary Walczak (1579 160th Street) has a good example of a rain garden/buffer zone to look at
o Michelle Benson can work with people

Rain barrels – look into getting them at cost for residents wanting them

Jeremy’s office can help
Reidner Lane in crumbling at the NW end.

Town of Balsam Lake is responsible
Elections

Jody Halliday has asked to step down as Treasurer.

Eric Nault has volunteered for the job and was unanimously voted in.
Roger will handle refreshments for the Fall meeting.
Meeting adjourned.

Loveless Lake
Board of Directors
President:
Jim Peterson
jnpetterson@charter.net
507-285-0734

Secretary:
Susan Barnes
lakegirlstudio@gmail.com
651-338-5166

Vice President:
Dave Benson
bensonwdby@comcast.net
651-730-1855

Treasurer:
Eric Nault
eric.nault@polaris.com
612-670-2285
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Newsletter Editor:
Susan Barnes
lakegirlstudio@gmail.com
651-338-5166
Publisher:
Debbie Cudd
pndcudd@pressenter.com
715-307-9513

LOVELESS LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Vision
Loveless Lake is minimally impacted by nuisance and invasive plant and algae growth and supports a lake lifestyle which balances natural shorelines and wildlife with recreational uses

Guiding Principles
Education, interest from residents, relationships between neighbors, and involvement in the Association is
necessary to meet the vision for Loveless Lake
Lake management decisions are driven by an understanding of data and what is best for the resource
Goals for Loveless Lake are measurable, realistic, and achievable
Communication regarding lake management is easy to understand, concise, and frequent
Information is provided to understand the ever evolving nature of lake management, the complexity of
issues, the status of projects and activities, the costs and benefits of actions, and the opportunity and
techniques to reduce or prevent negative consequences of lake use and lakeside living

Goals
We have set the following goals to help improve the overall water quality of Loveless
Lake. We are looking for volunteers to help implement these goals. Please consider
volunteering to help us implement this plan! You can sign up at the LLA meeting on
September 3 or contact Susan Barnes at lakegirlstudio@gmail.com.
I. Improve water quality to reduce nuisance aquatic plant growth and algae blooms
Loveless Lake is currently on Wisconsin’s Impaired Waters List for chlorophyll under the Federal Clean Water
Act, Section 303(d). Watershed and internal sources of phosphorus should be reduced such that Loveless Lake is
removed from the Impaired Waters List for chlorophyll (less than 30% of days in the sampling season have algae blooms and chlorophyll values less than 20 µg/L). Loveless Lake is not currently listed for phosphorus; although the lake was listed in 2012. Phosphorus sources should be maintained such at that Loveless Lake is not
relisted for phosphorus (less than 40 µg/L).
• Install shoreline native plantings, diversion practices, rock infiltrations practices or rain gardens
• Install best management practices to address the culverts contributing the greatest concentration
and amount of phosphorus to Loveless Lake
• Engage shoreline property owners in improving water quality by developing and delivering educational messages
• Determine the possibility of purchasing highly erodible/ecologically sensitive land, if option arises

2. Protect and improve fish habitat to maintain Loveless Lake’s natural fish population
• Maintain and enhance desirable populations of fish by installing X habitat improvements
• Engage shoreline property owners in improving fish habitat by developing and delivering educational
messages
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Loveless Lake Management Plan, continued
3. Maintain and enhance the natural beauty of Loveless Lake for the benefits provided to the lake
lifestyle and wildlife




Maintain and expand undeveloped areas along the shoreline
Maintain and expand in-lake habitat for wildlife
Engage residents and users in promoting a lake lifestyle

4. Prevent the introduction, establishment, and spread of AIS in Loveless Lake




Ensure that lake users understand the steps necessary to prevent invasive species
Implement a monitoring program to quickly identify the introduction of new invasive species
Determine the current extend of curly leaf pondweed in Loveless Lake

5. Provide education regarding lake ecology and management to Loveless Lake residents


Deliver focused educational messages to Loveless Lake residents

6. Sustain the implementation of the plan and evaluate the progress of lake management efforts
through monitoring and modeling






Form committees to ensure that goals of the plan are met
Annually review and document the progress made towards plan implementation
Determine the possibility of forming a Lake District
Continue current data collection efforts to evaluate progress
Expand data collection efforts depending on needs

Fall is a beautiful time of year at the lake
and there are lots of fun local events planned for this fall!
September
3
Fire Department Demo Derby – Balsam Lake
3-4
Corn on the Curb – Balsam Lake
10
Wheels and Wings - Osceola
15-18 Fall Festival - Amery
24 -25 Baker Orchard Fall Festival - Centuria
24 -25 Food and Wine Festival at Dancing Dragonfly Winery – St Croix Falls
24 -25 Fall Harvest Festival at Chateau St Croix Winery and Vineyard – St Croix Falls
October
1 -2
Autumn Festival and Arts and Crafts Fair – St Croix Falls
1-16
Fall Leaf Viewing Train Ride at Depot - Osceola
1 -23 “On Golden Pond” - Festival Theater, St Croix Falls
2
Open House at Trollhaugen – Dresser
8
Gandy Dancer Marathon – Luck
15
David Roth in concert at Dancing Dragonfly Winery – St Croix Falls
15-16 Oktober Wine Festival at Chateau St Croix Winery and Vineyard – St Croix Falls
22-23 Glenna Farms Pick your own pumpkins, hay rides – Amery
31
Tricks-N-Treats for Tots – Downtown St Croix Falls
November
25-27
Holiday Art Sale at Café Wren – Luck
11-26 – 12/24 “A Laura Ingalls Wilder Christmas” – Festival Theater, St Croix Falls
December
3-4
Rivertown Stroll – St Croix Falls
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REMINDER!!
LOVELESS LAKE

ASSOCIATION MEETING
SATURDAY, September 3, 2015
9am – 11am
POLK COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER, BALSAM LAKE, WI

Loveless Lake Newsletter
Debbie Cudd
223 N 4th Street
River Falls, WI 54022

ADDRESS CORECTION REQUESTED
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